
Why the Pacific Northwest 
can't afford data centers
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In April 2026, utilities such as Chelan PUD sponsored this 
study by the energy consulting firm Energy + Environmental 
Economics (E3) to evaluate the Pacific Northwest’s energy 
needs and whether or not they are being met.

You can read the report yourself here:

ethree.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/E3-NW-RA-Final-
Report_040826.pdf

We’ve highlighted a few key findings that show a core problem 
with data centers in the PNW.
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The Greater Northwest region is projected to have a power 
shortfall that grows to almost 9 GW by 2030.

Seattle uses an average of about 1 GW. We’re on track to have 
a power deficit that is equivalent to 9 Seattles.

There simply isn’t going to be enough energy to meet our 
anticipated energy needs.
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What’s causing the 9 GW power deficit? The main culprit by far 
is data centers.

Anticipated data centers greatly increase the average power 
needed as well as peak power needed during the coldest and 
hottest times of the year.

In comparison, other growth sectors like electric vehicle 
adoption and population growth have only a small or a 
medium impact.
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What does a power shortfall mean in practical terms? It means 
an increased possibility of "reliability events", which is a fancy 
term for rolling blackouts.

If we have a low water year, that means less hydropower 
coming from the dams. When that combines with increased 
demand for power during a multi-day cold snap, it can mean 
that someone's power has to get shut off.

Large industrial customers like Wenatchee's Diamond Foundry 
(19 MW) can be shut off in an emergency. But what about a 
data center?

Whose power do you think is going to get shut off first, the 
power to your home, or the power to a data center which 
carries sensitive information that requires 24/7 access?
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Washington’s Clean Energy Transformation Act (CETA) set the 
following mandatory targets:

2030 – All electric utilities must be greenhouse gas neutral
2045 – All electric utilities must generate 100% of their power 
from renewable or zero-carbon resources

But E3’s report concludes that we cannot possibly meet 100% 
of our region’s projected power needs with currently available 
renewable energy sources.

Fusion power like Helion is not considered a viable solution.

Where are they going to get the power, then?
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GAS According to this report, the only way the PNW can meet our 
power needs is by adding more natural gas.

Without natural gas, we would need many more GW of 
additional power from renewable sources, and energy would 
get even more expensive for everyone.

The fact that new natural gas generation isn't compatible with 
CETA's 2030 and 2045 clean energy targets is a contradiction 
that the report does not resolve.

E3's report doesn't even consider the obvious solution, 
which is simply having smaller data centers or fewer data 
centers.

This is why data centers are a climate problem. They are 
preventing us from making a clean energy transition.
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By the way, “rates increase in all scenarios”.

Their words, not ours.

Expect to pay more for electricity regardless of where it comes 
from, thanks to data centers increasing demand.

We are paying for these data centers both with our wallets and 
with our future.

When natural gas is used to generate power for data centers, 
we all pay the price in the form of increasingly worse wildfires 
and hotter summers.

Why should we have to shoulder the cost just to enrich the 
private profits of a handful of companies?



This zine was produced by No Data Centers NCW in September 2026.
For more information, or to print your own copies, visit

linktr.ee/NoDataCentersNCW

For statewide information and resources, visit 
Washington AI Resistance at waair.net


